                                  Mr. Curtis’s English IV Course Syllabus       

I am located in room F-203. The school’s telephone number is (956) 831-8700.
                                           My schedule is as follows:

                                                      1st      English IV
                                                      2nd    Planning
                                                      3rd      English IV
                                                      4th      English IV
                                                      5th      English IV
                                                      6th      Lunch

                                                      7th      English IV
                                                      8th      Conference
                                                      9th      English IV
English IV consists of studying British literature, British authors, plays, sonnets, poetry, and the development of the English language that we use today. We will utilize our text book regularly as well as other literary works and sources.
Projects that we will work on this school year are: author studies, creating poems and sonnets, research papers, creating a story book, creating a cartoon strip, oral reports, class presentations, also studying Beowulf, Shakespeare’s The Tragedy of Macbeth and Hamlet, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, as well as short stories.  
Students must maintain a complete class portfolio (“binder”, “notebook”) which will be periodically checked for daily work grades. It must contain four sections of vocabulary, journals, daily work, and tests. 
The BISD grading policy will be followed. The six week marking period average is calculated by the test average equaling 60% and the daily work average equaling 40%. The semester average is calculated by each marking period grade plus the semester final exam equaling 25% each. 

Students receiving below a 70% on a test may ask for a retest. All retests will be administered after school, or during lunch. The student MUST ask for a retest. The highest grade possible on a retest is a 70%.

“Make up” work WILL NOT be given. If a student is too lazy to do the regularly assigned work, and submit it by the deadline, they will receive a zero on that assignment.
The class rules are posted at the front of the class. They include: be prepared for class each day, be on time to class, maintain a portfolio, complete your work by the deadline, be on your best behavior, and no profanity. I expect each student to always do the very best work that they possibly can. Please note: my class is a ‘No Phone Zone’ – no cell phones.
Also, career, vocation, and college goals will be discussed periodically.
